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of the well, and watch an avalanche of debris go hurtling down with equanimity. None but a spiteful sportsman would use his gun under such conditions, as he could not retrieve his kill, and few would care to lean far enough over that dizzy shaft.
There are but two practicable alternatives ; to call on the birds at the end of a ten-fathom line, or go home ; the latter course is usually followed.
Apart from mere sport the naturalist will find much to interest him at high altitude, i.e. from 7000 feet upwards.
He will find little along the sterile scarps of ultimate peaks at 9000 feet, especially in winter, when even eagles keep low, but when spring has touched apricot and almond to blossom, before leafage veils the trees, he will meet pseudacanthis yemenensis among the orchard terraces of Menakha, pouring out its soul in song.
The Natural History Museum has honoured this little bird by placing it at the head of a new genus. The bird looks like a sparrow and sings like a skylark. It is much in demand at Sanaa as a cage-bird ; though fairly common in the district it favours, it is not widely distributed. Its vertical range is from 7000 to 8000 feet.
There are few birds to> interest the naturalist on the littoral plain or even in the maritime foot-hills. The lowest ground where I got anything new was up at Wasil (4000 feet). It was a grosbeak, with yellow splashes on the wings, looking rather like a big goldfinch—a subspecies of rhyncostruthus percivali, which I discovered on the inland ranges of the Aden hinterland in 1900. Both the original and its sub-species feed on the small sessile of the fruit of the hill euphorbia, and only appear when those formidable thickets are fruiting.

